
Art Curriculum Statement 
 
The Art Department Vision: 
To enrich the quality of experiences, by providing an experimental, contemporary curriculum, that 
stimulates, inspires, excites and challenges students, and generates future passionate and ambitious 
innovators and new thinkers. 
 
Intent 
 
Our curriculum aims to prepare students to understand and appreciate the ever-changing visual 
world around them. We endeavour to promote innovative thinking and encourage risk taking to 
enable the students to understand the importance of learning from their mistakes. We aim to 
encourage all students to understand the self and the world around them, and identify their own 
place in the world. We want our students to have an appreciation and understanding of other 
cultures/people/opinions/beliefs and points of view and promote diversity throughout the 
curriculum. Our diverse curriculum takes into account the social, emotional and mental health of the 
students. We appreciate the value and importance of art to develop fine motor skills and improve 
confidence, whilst at the same time developing their verbal and written skills. Value is placed on 
enrichment opportunities, enabling all students to access and benefit from taking part in projects 
with outside agencies and the local community. We target our disadvantaged and vulnerable 
students, to give them creative experiences that they might not have access to outside of school. We 
encourage peer support and mentorship from fellow students across the key stages.   
 
Implementation 
 
First and foremost, we aim to promote a love of learning from all of our students. Our curriculum is 
diverse, engaging, experimental, exciting and relevant to all students across the key stages. The KS3 
SOW cover a wide range of skills and techniques that are built upon throughout the KS4 and KS5 
curriculum. All lessons are engaging and exciting. We are able to respond to all learning needs and 
give the opportunity for all students to achieve and find their identity and individual skills or 
interests. We hugely value experimentation and risk taking all the way through the curriculum. 
Through this we can open up students’ understanding of what Art is and what it can be. We have 
cross curricular links with DT. This helps students to develop their technical skills and their 
understanding of design, making and problem solving. There is regular peer and self-assessment and 
group discussions. There are lots of opportunities for self-assessment and reflection. Students are 
encouraged to reflect regularly on their work and understand where and how to refine it.  
Summative assessment throughout the academic year. Written and/or verbal feedback is given 
regularly to all students. Regular sharing of good practice across the department and the Art, Design 
and Technology faculty. We promote and celebrate achievement. We regularly take part in 
nationwide competitions. Students and staff are proud to be part of a successful and engaging 
department. 
 
Impact 
 
As a department, we regularly share good practise across all subject areas. Our students cross over 
between the four subject areas in KS4 and KS5, using a wide range of materials and processes to 
enhance and develop their practice. The subject specialist teachers and support staff are from a 
variety of artistic background, many of whom are practising artists outside of school. Through 
regular department CPD opportunities, we share knowledge and skills. As a department, we 
regularly standardise the students’ work. There is flexibility within the SOW to allow the subject 



teachers to tailor the projects to their individual strengths and interests of their students. All staff 
take part in yearly external CPDs. We are a self-managing and supportive team. 

 


